	SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR THE IARD UNDERGRADUATE MAJOR


	Specific learning outcomes
	Courses/Activities to attain the outcomes
	Possible improvements
	Means of Assessment of attaining the outcomes

	1. Students will demonstrate individual knowledge and apply needed tools and skills to better understand global concerns that affect food security, poverty and other critical food production activities relevant to International Agriculture. 
	All the recommended IARD courses chosen for this major in all three concentrations assist the students in some way to achieve this learning output. There are several multi-disciplinary choices that allow students to assess issues from many viewpoints. 
	Obtain feedback from employees and past students on how this major can be improved. Identify gaps in student knowledge that can be incorporated into existing or future courses.
	Direct assessment through course exams and term papers. Canvas past students and employers about the quality of students from this major. Assess student ability to address issues in a group environment in the senior capstone course. 

	2. Students will develop team building and participatory work skills to prepare them to look at system perspective interactions and prioritize solutions, plans and policy statements involving multiple disciplines (socioeconomic and biophysical) for present and future International Agriculture issues.
	Some of the courses selected for this major have students working in groups to look holistically at global issues in international agriculture. This includes the senior IARD capstone course. Participatory approaches are covered in the IARD 7830 class recommended for all students going overseas. 
	Develop the capstone course as soon as possible where groups of students demonstrate their ability to accomplish this learning output.

	Assessment of course outputs. This could be a group term paper or a web based output. Evaluate student team skills in the capstone course.


	[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Students will demonstrate skills and identify tools to monitor and assess international projects in order to compose solutions to real life issues, a skill needed in today’s competitive job market.
	Courses that achieve this need to be ascertained. The International Experience will expose students to projects in the countries they choose and allow them to use what they have learnt to assess situations and suggest solutions. Use the IARD 4960 internship course to help students understand skills and needs to achieve this goal.

	Need to ascertain if any of the core or required courses helps students to develop this skill and make sure students take it. 
	Canvassing past students and employers to assess if students achieved this learning outcome.  Use the capstone course to assess student ability to achieve this goal, especially through their presentations about their internships.

	4. Students will produce good written research and funding proposals needed to fund international agricultural research projects effectively.
	Some courses have students write project proposals and outlines. Some have them write a proposal that could also be used for funding. It would be useful to offer a short course on proposal writing. This may be offered as part of the capstone course with students writing a proposal as one of their outputs.
	Need to ascertain what core and required courses or any short course on campus that develop this skill and encourage students take one. 
	Canvas past students and employers to assess if students have this skill and check job records to see if this was a skill employers would like for all students. Have students write a proposal as an output in their capstone course.
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	Possible improvements
	Means of assessment of attaining the outcomes

	5. Students will be able to report international agriculture research and project outputs to varied clientele in developing countries, including written and multimedia outputs to transfer information to illiterate and literate farmers.  
	Students present information in various formats in all classes, including written and multimedia formats. 
	Students may not be asked to develop materials for resource poor, illiterate farmers. They may also benefit from short courses on how to communicate results better and to a varied audience. 

	Look at student portfolio outputs for classes where this was done. Evaluate student oral presentations. Have students develop various outputs in the capstone course and assess student ability to do this effectively.


	6. Students will identify, summarize and recite critical international agriculture literature and information electronically and draw on this knowledge to prepare useful outputs in an ethical way. 

	Many courses have students writing term papers that develop this skill. The freshman writing seminars should help students with this skill, but short courses on library skills and use of citation software would also be beneficial.
	Need students to take short courses to improve their library skills and place information in a useable, electronic format. Mann Library offers some of these courses, such as use of Refworks software and library research skills.
	Direct assessment of student term papers and outputs. Assessment of the final group reports in the capstone course.


	7. Students will be able to effectively conduct international agriculture research in developing nations, identify valuable insights and experiences about other cultures and be able to interpret conclusions from different perspectives.

	The "International Learning" experience IARD 4960 needs to be designed to assist students to do this. IARD 6010 and 6020 visit developing countries in the Winter break and provide some experience to achieve this outcome. The IARD/EDUC 7830 course covers many aspects required for this output.


	Need to better formalize IARD 4960 and follow CALS requirements for internships. Have all students discuss their internship with their advisor the semester before they go overseas.  Make student outputs available on a web site for other students to see.
	Assess student written reports and presentations on their return from an internship either in IARD 4960 or the capstone course.  Participate in oral presentations to other IARD students in the capstone course. 




