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The end date of the Program is June 15, 2012. However, you may submit a request to extend your stay in the United States for up to six months under special circumstances. These circumstances include:
1) Additional time to complete a project with your Professional Affiliation host organization; 

2) A compelling reason to complete a second Professional Affiliation.

Please be reminded that all Fellows must complete six weeks of a Professional Affiliation before the Program end date.

You may only request an extension to complete a Professional Affiliation. Extension requests may not be submitted for activities such as the completion of a course or participation in a workshop or seminar.

[NOTE:  J-1 visa regulations grant you an automatic 30-day grace period beyond the end date on your DS-2019 Form. You do not need to request an extension of your Program to make preparations to return home. However, no further Program activities should be conducted during the 30-day grace period.]

Important Information about Extensions: 

· During the extension period, you must be fully engaged in a Professional Affiliation by July 15 and you must work full-time at your Professional Affiliation site.

· If the extension is being requested to begin a second Professional Affiliation, unrelated to the first, you must provide a final report of the first affiliation.
· You may not use your extension to work towards completing a degree. You are prohibited from obtaining a degree while you are in the United States because your J-1 visa category is that of a non-degree student. To receive a degree while you are in the United States would be in violation of your immigration status.

· After the Program end date of June 15, you will no longer receive maintenance funds or accident and sickness coverage from IIE. You must be able to show proof of financial support and insurance coverage for the length of the extension.

· You may not use maintenance funds previously received from the Humphrey Program to cover your expenses during the extension period.

· You must submit your complete extension request to the IIE Humphrey Program office NO LATER THAN MAY 23, 2012.
· All documents listed on the Extension Request Documentation Checklist are required.

· Both your coordinator and IIE must approve your extension request.
· If you are requesting an extension beyond August 31, 2012, the U.S. Embassy or Fulbright Commission in your home country must also approve the extension request.
· Your passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the requested extended Program end date. 

· If your extension request is approved, IIE will notify you, your coordinator and your Professional Affiliation host.

· Humphrey Program regulations allow IIE to continue its visa sponsor​ship and extend the date on your DS-2019 Form for up to a maximum of six months (i.e. December 15, 2012). Your DS-2019 Form will not be extended beyond that date. No exceptions are made to this regulation.

· IIE is not authorized to release its visa sponsorship to any another university or organization. This is a Department of State regulation for the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program.

If You Have Your Dependents With You in the United States:

· You must notify IIE if your dependents will remain with you during your extension. IIE is required by SEVIS regulations to end your dependents’ status as J-2 dependents if you do not notify us that they will be remaining with you.
· Your budget must reflect adequate financial support, including lodging, meals, clothing, health insurance and school fees/daycare (if applicable) for your dependents. 
· Upon completion of your extended Program, your dependents must return home with you.
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